BILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
Environmental and Sustainability Policy

1. Policy Statement
Bilbrook Parish Council (BPC) is committed to preserving and protecting the environment and
promoting sustainability.

2. Aims
BPC aims to protect the local environment, including footpaths, bridle paths, and the parish's
natural heritage, recognising their value to the community's quality of life.

3. BPC Activities
In its operations, BPC will strive to make a positive environmental contribution, promoting
conservation and sustainable resource use while minimising pollution.

4. Minimise Waste and Pollution
BPC commits to:
e Reducing resource consumption.
Reusing materials where possible (e.g., Freecycle).
Recycling waste.
Reducing energy use and carbon emissions.
Using electronic communication to minimise paper.
Avoiding and discouraging the use of single-use plastics.
Minimising the environmental impact of travel for council business by promoting
walking, cycling, car-sharing, or public transport.
e Holding online meetings when feasible and legally permitted.

5. Procurement
When purchasing goods and services, BPC will give preference to:
e Local suppliers.
« Environmentally friendly options.
e Products made from recycled materials.
e Products that can be disposed of sustainably.

To assess this, BPC will use a supplier assessment questionnaire (Apprendix 1) to evaluate
the sustainability performance of potential and existing suppliers.

6. Contractors and Maintenance
BPC will require that contractors, staff, councillors, and volunteers carrying out work on parish
land:

e Minimise the use of harmful pesticides and chemicals.

« Minimise adverse impacts on air quality.

e Undertake work in a way that benefits wildlife and the environment.

e Use locally sourced, UK-grown plants and encourage native, wildflower, and bee-

friendly species where appropriate.

7. Decision Making
BPC will consider the following environmental factors in its decision-making:
« The importance of walking, cycling, and public transport.
e The need to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
e The impact on air quality.
e The conservation and improvement of natural habitats.
e The protection of vulnerable and protected species.
« The conservation of the natural beauty of woodlands, village greens, and playing fields.
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8. Trees

BPC's tree maintenance will include:
e Regular inspections.
e« Removing dead, dying, and dangerous trees and limbs.
« Endeavoring to replace large trees with similar species.

9. General
Where practical and economical, the Parish Council will:
o Discourage single-use plastics and littering.

e Encourage conservation, sustainable resource use, and recycling within the parish.
« Promote energy efficiency and nature-friendly features in new builds and renovations.
e Encourage local environmental action and highlight the value of the local environment.
« Recognise the importance of trees, hedgerows, and deadwood for wildlife.
e Maintain Public Rights of Way to foster biodiversity.
e Encourage the provision of cycle lanes and footpaths.
« Encourage all persons and organisations working in the parish to align with this policy.
Date of Review Description of Revision
Sept 2025 Condensed and numbering added. Added a section on
Sept 2024 No changes
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Appendix 1: Supplier Assessment Questionnaire

This questionnaire will be used by Bilbrook Parish Council to evaluate the sustainability
performance of potential and existing suppliers.

Company Information

Company Name:
Contact Person:
Email:
Telephone:

Website:

Environmental Performance

Do you have a formal environmental policy or an environmental management system
(e.g., ISO 14001 certification)? Please provide details or a copy.

What measures do you have in place to reduce waste and increase recycling in your
operations? (e.g., packaging reduction, material reuse)

How do you monitor and reduce your energy consumption and greenhouse gas
emissions?

Describe your approach to managing and disposing of any hazardous waste.

What steps do you take to minimize water usage?

Social and Ethical Performance

Do you have a policy on ethical labor practices, including fair wages and safe
working conditions?

Please describe how you ensure ethical sourcing and responsible practices within
your supply chain.

How does your company engage with and contribute to the local community?

Product/Service Sustainability

How is the product or service you provide manufactured, produced, or delivered in a
way that minimizes environmental impact?

Are the materials used in your products sourced from sustainable, recycled, or
renewable sources?

Are your products designed for durability, ease of repair, reuse, or recycling at the
end of their life?

Future Commitments

What are your company's long-term sustainability goals, targets, or initiatives?
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