Bilbrook Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 2" April 2025 at 7:00 pm
at Bilbrook Village Hall
Minutes
Clirs Present: M Adams, S Adams (Chairman), S Bailey, G Burnett (Vice-Chair), R Draisey, D Harper, F
Hopkins, A Lloyd, M Wassall.
Also Present: K Daker (Parish Clerk)

Public forum: No members of the public were in attendance.

The meeting commenced at 7:10 pm following the Annual Parish Meeting - Standing Orders were
imposed, and the meeting was recorded for minute-taking purposes.

114/24 APOLOGIES: ClIr B Coppola, S Leedham, County Clir B Spencer (Appendix 1) NO APOLOGIES: ,
S Keogh

115/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS
Dispensation requests — None. Dispensations previously granted (Appendix 2):
Declarations of Interests — None

116/24 MINUTES
a) The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on the 5™ of March 2025, having
previously been distributed were signed as a true and correct record.
b) The draft minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting of the 10th March 2025 were
received and noted.

117/24 POLICE MATTERS - The Council acknowledges its duty under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (S17) to consider
the crime and disorder implications of its functions and to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and
disorder in Bilbrook. Matter of Report: The Deputy Commander, Inspector Nicola Brookes and
PCSO Fran Taylor were in attendance and gave a brief overview of the crime statistics. (see
Appendix 3) Chief Inspector Tim Norbury leaves on 18™ April. The new Chief Inspector Alan
Lyford takes over at the end of April and will cover Cannock and South Staffs.

118/24 REPORTS — The following reports were received and noted. (See Appendix 4):
Staffordshire County Council (SCC). No report.

South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC)

The Allotments Committee.

The Twentyman Playing Fields Association.

The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.

Events Working Group.

Open Spaces Working Group.

Bank’s Field Working Group.

Young People Engagement Working Group.

Climate Change Action Group.

. Canal & River Trust Representative.

Staffordshire Business Environmental Network (SBEN) Representative.

T AT S S0 o0 Tw

119/24 CLERKS REPORT/OTHER CORRESPONDENCE/DISCUSSION TOPICS.
a. The Clerks Report — The report was received and noted. (Appendix 5).
b. Section 106 — Resolved, to organise a meeting with the District Council to understand the
amounts involved more clearly.
c. Assets of Community Value — To apply for the following to be listed: Jubilee Wood,
Hubbard’s Field , The Oval (Land in front of Codsall Community High School on Bilbrook
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120/24

Road), Bilbrook Scout Hut, Twentyman Playing Fields plus all Parish Land including the skate
park and Bank’s Field, Bilbrook Village Hall, Pendeford Mill Nature Reserve, Clewley Coppice,
Pendeford Nature Walk, Wolverhampton Boat Club, Barnhurst Lane Pitches, The Olde
Vicarage, The Woodman Inn, Bilbrook & Codsall Community Fire Station, Holy Cross Church
Hall, Shooting Pit Wood, Duck Lane Triangle (opposite the Bilbrook & Codsall Fire Station),
Bilbrook Village Green.

d. No 5. Bus — Matter of Report — Matter of Report: Following several complaints regarding the
part of the service operated by Banga Buses, a complaint was submitted to Banga. It has
since been made public that Banga have submitted notice of their termination of the
contract. The County Council has decided to subsidise the service and is awaiting tenders. In
future complaints against the service should be sent to Staffordshire County Council.

e. VE day 80 celebrations (On Thursday 8th May 2025) — Resolved: to plant a tree on the
triangle on Duck Lane and the Parish council will fund a plaque.

FINANCE & APPROVAL OF EXPENSES

a. Financial Reports —2024-2025 — The Monthly reports to the 31st March were received and
noted. (Appendix 6). Matter of Report: Clir Burnett has checked and signed the Bank
reconciliation to the 31st of March 2025.

b. Clerk's Timesheet — The chairman confirmed their approval of the clerk's timesheet.

c. Allotment Skip hire — Resolved: to hire as a one off, a 6-yard skip for £264 for plot holders
to put non-green waste only.

d. Grounds maintenance contract review: Three quotes were requested. One company did not
have the capacity to undertake the work and a second was very expensive. Resolved to
select Ditton Services at a cost of 31,700.18 over 3 years.

Cllr Burnett left the meeting.

Application No:

Proposal:
Location:
Decision:

Application No:

Proposal:
Location:
Decision:

Application No:

Proposal:

Location:
Decision:

25/00191/FULHH

Extension to existing garage

Lane Green Farm, Lane Green Road, Bilbrook, WV8 1LP

No objections, however, there are concerns regarding the scale of the
proposed structure and the associated tree removal.

25/00209/FULHH

Proposed single storey side and rear extensions and first floor side extension
11 Maythorn Gardens, Bilbrook, WV8 1GQ

No objections.

25/00171/FUL

Demolition of existing garages and the construction of 2no. dwellings with
associated landscaping.

Garage Site, Lime Tree Road, Bilbrook, WV8 1ND

While Bilbrook Parish Council does not object to the redevelopment, there is
a query concerning potential asbestos in the garage roofs. Also, the Parish
Council understands there is an access gate to Lane Green First School and
Bilbrook Middle School that is regularly by the schools for various purposes,
including: Access for grounds maintenance personnel and equipment,
frequent pedestrian access for staff walking pupils to Codsall Leisure centre
for swimming lessons and regular access for inflatable play equipment. The
gate also serves as emergency access for fire brigade and ambulance
services.
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Application No:

Proposal:

Location:
Decision:

Application No:

Proposal:

Location:
Decision:

25/00272/FUL

Conversion of existing buildings to create two/three bedroomed dwelling
including extension and compensatory demolition of existing structures

11 Smallholding, Barnhurst Lane, Bilbrook WV8 1RS

No objections, however, it was observed that a previous application was
approved with the condition that no trees or hedges should be removed. It
is noted that these trees and hedges appear to have been removed.

25/00261/FULHH

Demolition of existing garages, external store and conservatory and
replacement with new single storey side extension to provided new garage
and utility.

12 Ringhills Road, Bilbrook, WV8 1LN

No objections

Cllr Burnett returned to the meeting

121/24 POLICIES

a. General Risk Assessment — Resolved: Approved to add a risk assessment for the anti-idling

campaign.

122/24 ITEMS FOR FUTURE — To consider building a relationship with Pendeford Nature Reserve. To
consider using Calendar invites to meetings.

123/24 NEXT MEETING - Meeting of the Parish Council: Annual Meeting of the Parish Council:
Wednesday 7" May 2025 at 7.00 p.m. at Bilbrook Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9:00 pm

Signed: ..., [DF-1¢=Te
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Appendix 1 — Councillor Attendance (Rolling 12 months)
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Appendix 2—- Dispensations previously granted.

- Cllrs M Adams, S Adams, S Bailey, and G Burnett to speak and vote on matters relating to the
Twentyman Playing Fields Association.
- ClIr A Lloyd to speak on matters relating to the Friends of Bilbrook.
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Appendix 3: Police Report

South Staffordshire Police: Crime and Anti-social Behaviour Report for Bilbrook
Date range: 02/04/2024 — 01/04/2025

Public bodies can only disclose information if they have the power to do so. Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act provides a power to exchange
information where disclosure is necessary to support the local Crime Reduction Strategy and Partnership in achieving the aims of the Crime and Disorder
Reduction Strategy and objectives outlined within it. The degree of disclosure that takes place must be proportionate and relevant to the level of social ill or
criminality it is intended to counter or prevent. The information is only to be processed in relation to crime and disorder purposes. Information will be handled
in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Human Rights Act 1998 and any other relevant legislation governing disclosures and will ultimately be
disposed of in a secure manner.

Reported Crime Statistics
Overall crime has Increased by 8% over the 12-month reporting period (40 crimes)
This is mainly down to an increase in harassment offences and assault emergency worker offences.

Burglary (residential): Decrease of 22%.
Numbers remain extremely low for this crime type in Bilbrook: (8 offences), just one a month for the last few
months.

Burglary (business and commercial): Decrease of 40%.
Numbers remain extremely low for this crime type in Bilbrook: (3 offences)

Shoplifting: Decrease of 20%. (8 offences), just one a month for the last few months.

Vehicle crime: Theft from Motor Vehicle — 11% Decrease over 12 month period. Another type of offence where
numbers remain low (4)
Vehicle crime: Theft of Motor Vehicle — 33% Decrease over 12 month period. Just 4 offences in 12 months.

Anti-social behaviour:

12 Month Change: 2% decrease.

March 2, February 6, January 5. Spike in November. All classified as either community nuisance or personal
nuisance.

I'd like to thank you for your continued support — please remember that you can contact us by e-mail but ensure
every effort is made to discuss issues or queries with your community team. Please be advised that we will soon
have a new Commander, Cl Alan Lyford who will be joining the team at the end of April.

Kindest regards, Cl Tim Norbury & Insp Nicola Brookes

Helpful links
Volunteers are being sought community speed watch; further information found at:

http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-community/community-speed-watch
Please visit and register for free for regular Smart Alerts for your area: https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/
Social media:

n @Staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police

@SStaffsPolice
Please feel free to encourage residents to report incidents via our ‘Live Chat’ service accessible on our
website: https://www.staffordshire.police.uk this is an alternative to the 101 telephone reporting
service where timely delays can often be experienced.
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Appendix 4: Reports
a) Staffs County Council — No report
b) South Staffs District Council - by District Clir G Burnett.
e Unitary council — SSDC is expected to continue until May 2028
c) Allotments Committee
e Significant work has been carried out on the site, bringing some poorly maintained areas into
available use, creating availability for residents.
e The rear of the site has not been tended for several years, but with the assistance of grants this
has been cleared and an area of accessible raised beds created/
e Monitoring of the site is carried out frequently by councillors, and this is to ensure that tenants
are working their plots in accordance with their agreements.
e The Parish has been working with allotment holders to set up their own Allotments Association.
This Association may be able to apply for grants to improve the site, where funding is not available
to Parish councils.
d) The Twentyman Playing Fields Association As APM.
e) The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group As APM.
f) Events Working Group
e Mayday walks - anyone would like to join in please come along.
e Also coincides with Twentyman open day of village hall.
BKV
1st working party meeting held
Areas delegated to members
Collation has started to application.
Captain Billy Brooks media campaign ready to be filmed
Some good information coming in
Website has good information on BLV and our community groups
Community awards
9 categories
Several nominations
Awaiting several designs for awards will bring to next meeting
Volunteer morning to present to be confirmed
Xmas and remembrance reviewed. All on track
g) Open Spaces Working Group
e Open spaces: next meeting 13th May 10.30 meeting on the village green
e Trees around the village — Friends of Bilbrook planted trees that were stored on the allotments
with volunteers
e 12th April volunteers needed to help Friends of Bilbrook plant the new trees along Bilbrook
Road
e Tree works on Twentymans to be completed after nesting season in September
e Wildflower beds — Cargills will be clearing and re seeding wildflower beds by Jade House and
the allotments in next couple of weeks
e Area by dominos — Forest of Mercia have planted hedging, other plants should arrive this week
e Remaining Bollards will soon be installed around the village
e Tender for grounds maintenance ongoing
e Lloyds CSR week beginning 7th April — plant the prairie planting opposite dominos, clear
vegetation from around bike rack near the train station
h) Banks' Field Working Group - As APM.
i) Young People Engagement Working Group.
e See report
j) Climate Change Action Group.
e As APM.
k) Canal & River — Meeting on Tuesday 22" April at 6:00pm
I) Staffordshire Business Environmental Network (SBEN) Representative. — No report
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Appendix 4: Clerk’s Report for April 2025

General

e SCC has confirmed that Banga buses has given notice of their termination of the service. The tender is out for
a replacement to be subsidised by Staffordshire County Council.

e Funding received for the bollards and allotments accessibility project.

e Donation sent to West Midlands Air Ambulance of £160 (Christmas Stall income)

e Funding received from the SCC Climate Action Fund for Water Harvesting on behalf of the Allotments
Association.

e Chief Inspector Tim Norbury invited to the next meeting, no reply, however email received informing he has
moved on.

e Broken road sign at EIm Grove reported to SSC.
Request sent to the Head teacher of Lane Green First School and Bilbrook Middle School for an update on the
Sensory rooms.
Map drafted and shared drive set up for BKV working group use.

e Residents reported Youths on the MUGA setting fire to a bin. Asked them to report it to 101. Details emailed
to PCSO Fran Taylor.

e Complaint regarding the uneven height of the Bollards on Bilbrook Road. Meeting with the resident to be
arranged.

e Email sent regarding Coven Solar Farm, community benefit payment.

Maintenance
e Glass and debris cleared from the area next to Rainbows Too and Dominos
e Allotments covered with weed matting.

Allotments

e Improvement works almost completed. Existing tenants invited to downsize if they wish (deadline 3 April 2025).
e Operatives have laid weed matting on the raised beds on plot 17

e Access gate to Bank’s Field installed

Neighbourhood Plan
e Asset of Community Value (ACV) application submitted to SSC for the Woodman Car Park - rejected

Items emailed to Councillors.

e SPCA Bulletins

e Parish Council News roundup
e Command update

On-going Matters

Planning decisions outside of meetings:

25/00122/TTREE - Object. The proposed 30% crown reduction and 6m uplift as these measures appear
excessive. Please can the Parish Council request a second opinion.

Planning decisions Issued by SSC Planning Dept: None
Training: TL— Allotments

Upcoming diary dates:
13™ May — Open Spaces meeting 10:30am
13™ May — Events meeting Evening

Use of delegated powers: £379.50 — Additional slabs for the allotments

Website/Facebook Posts

Various Police Community Messaging Alerts
Various lost property posts

Libraries Newsletter

Climate Action Group

Menopause Meet Up

Village Hall Open Day

Community Awards

Bus service update

Before and after photos of Old Farm Drive
Friends of Bilbrook Great British Spring Clean
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Appendix 5: Finance Reports

Paid Expenditure Transactions

paid between 01/03/25 and 31/03/25
Reference Paid

ddidm25k
ddtt2503
fpjgs24328
fpjgs250320
ddidm2503T
Equals2503a
Equals2503a
fpds2503
fptpf2403
fpcom2503
fpavs2503
fprse2403
fpma2403
fpssc2503
fpjgs2503
fpssc2503
Equals2503b
fpcus2503
fpslcc2503
fpslcc2503
fpssc2503

Total

05/03/25
11/03/25
14/03/25
20/03/25
20/03/25
26/03/25
26/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
28/03/25
£20,961.78
£4,644.76

£25,606.54

Tn no Order no

308
307
320
319
330
323
324
309
310
311
312
314
317
318
321
322
325
326
327
328
329

Gross
£5.00
£49.96
£11,899.84
£4,991.48
£6.00
£95.75
£99.99
£997.00
£390.00
£180.72
£78.00
£59.93
£13.99
£315.00
£410.22
£776.86
£160.00
£132.04
£60.00
£60.00
£180.00

2410

Confidential

£3,385.11

Received Income Transactions
received between 01/03/25 and 31/03/25

Paying
dc250301Dob
dcbab2503
dcscc250314
dcscc250328
dcssc250327
dctpf250327
dcnat2503

Total

Received Tn no Invoice

01/03/25
03/03/25
14/03/25
25/03/25
28/03/25
31/03/25
31/03/25

£30,547.46

Gross

24067 £80.00
24073 £251.48
24068 £6,177.30
24070 £4,330.00
24069 £17,315.39
24071 2413 £524.93
24072 £1,868.36
£0.00

Vat
£0.83
£8.33
£1,983.31
£831.91
£1.00
£0.00
£16.66
£166.17
£0.00
£30.12
£13.00
£9.09
£2.33
£52.50
£68.37
£129.48
£0.00
£22.01
£10.00
£10.00
£30.00

£22,221.43

Vat

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£30,547.46

Net
£4.17
£41.63
£9,916.53
£4,159.57
£5.00
£95.75
£83.33
£830.83
£390.00
£150.60
£65.00
£50.84
£11.66
£262.50
£341.85
£647.38
£160.00
£110.03
£50.00
£50.00
£150.00

Net
£80.00
£251.48
£6,177.30
£4,330.00
£17,315.39
£524.93
£1,868.36
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Details

ID Mobile

TalkTalk Business Ltd
Jason's Garden Services
Jason's Garden Services
ID Mobile

Banana Print

Canva

Ditton Services
Twentyman Playing Fields
Computors

Advanced AV Solutions
001

M Adams

South Staffordshire Council
Jason's Garden Services
South Staffordshire Council
West Midlands Air Ambulance
P F Cusack Ltd

SLCC

SLCC

South Staffordshire Council

Heading Details

90/3/1 Stallholders - Light Switch On
70 Barclays Bank

60/1/3 South Staffordshire Council
60/1/2 Staffordshire County Council
60/1/3 South Staffordshire Council
90/1/1 Twentyman Playing Fields
80 Nationwide

Start of year 01/04/24

Mobile Phone
Broadband

Improvements to Bilbrook Allotments.

Improvements to Bilbrook Allotments
Mobile Phone - Tania

Posters

Subscription

Grounds Maintenance

Office Rent and Hall Hire

Monthly IT

CCTV Call out

001 Expenses

Expenses (266 6606 76)

Tree Works on MUGA

Allotments Gate to Banks Field
Post Mix for bollards

Donation of Xmas Stalls income
Various Signs and fixings
Allotments Mgmt -TL - April
Allotments Mgmt -TL May
Removal of tree from 2nd car park

Heading
110/1/2
110/1/1
180/3/2
180/3/2
110/1/2
185/12
110/5/3
170/3/1
115/1
130/8
110/8
170/99
170/80
170/4
170/80
170/20
190/13
170/80
140/4
140/4
170/4

Start of year 01/04/24

Dobsons
Bank interest

Interest
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Bollards income + 60 over payment
Cliamte Action Fund Water Harvestin
Allotments income - 60 over payment
Staff Recharges Feb & March 2025



Financial Statement - Cashbook

Statement of receipts and payments between 01/03/25 and 31/03/25 inclusive. This may include

transactions with ledger dates outside this period.

Balances at the start of the year

Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Equals Pre-Payment Card

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save
Total

Balances at start of period

Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Equals Pre-Payment Card

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save
Total

RECEIPTS Net (£)

60 Grants / Donations

70 Bank Interest - Barclays
80 Bank Interest Nationwide
90 Other Income

Total Receipts

PAYMENTS

100 Staff Costs

110 Administration

115 Office/Hall Rent

120 Personnel Cost (Training/travel)
130 Insurance / Audit / Legal Services
140 Subscriptions

170 Open Spaces

180 Allotments

185 Community Engagement

190 Christmas Lights Switch on

220 Young People Engagement

Total Payments

Closing Balances
Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Equals Pre-Payment Card

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save
Total

Uncleared and Unpresented effects

Statement Closing Balances
Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Equals Pre-Payment Card

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save
Total

Vat (£)
27,822.69
251.48
1,868.36
604.93

30,547.46

Net (£)
4,644.76
289.73
360.00
5.40
60.00
100.00
2,399.69
14,076.10
86.80
160.00
38.95

22,221.43
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£33,015.20
£41,674.76
£300.00
£86,767.90
£161,757.86
£53,487.27
£11,929.55
£300.00
£86,767.90
£152,484.72
Gross (£)
0.00 27,822.69
0.00 251.48
0.00 1,868.36
0.00 604.93
0.00 30,547.46
Vat (£) Gross (£)
0.00 4,644.76
57.94 347.67
0.00 360.00
0.00 5.40
12.00 72.00
20.00 120.00
479.95 2,879.64
2,815.22 16,891.32
0.00 86.80
0.00 160.00
0.00 38.95
3,385.11 25,606.54
£53,738.75
£14,750.63
£300.00
£88,636.26
£157,425.64
£53,738.75
£14,750.63
£300.00
£88,636.26
£157,425.64
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Financial Budget Comparison

Comparison between 01/04/24 and 31/03/25 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.

INCOME

10 Precept

20 VAT Repayment

30 Solar Farm

40 Land Rent

50 Allotments Income

60 Grants / Donations

70 Bank Interest - Barclays
80 Bank Interest Nationwide
90 Other Income

Total Income

EXPENDITURE

100 Staff Costs

110 Administration

115 Office/Hall Rent

120 Personnel Cost (Training/travel)
130 Insurance / Audit / Legal Services
140 Subscriptions

150 Elections

160 Grants/Donations

170 Open Spaces

180 Allotments

185 Community Engagement

190 Christmas Lights Switch on

200 Remembrance Day

210 Climate Action Group

220 Young People Engagement
240 Misc. / Contingency

300 Reserves (Ring Fenced)

Total Expenditure

Total Income
Total Expenditure

Total Net Balance

L Overdue

2 Grant income — Community Paths initiative - £960, Climate Action Fund £500, Climate Action Fund £4,330,

Bollards £6,117.30, Allotments £17,315.39

3 Grants given - St Nicholas Church - £1,900, Bilbrook & Codsall History Society - £36.46, Holy Cross Church

£872.82

2024/25
Forecast

£105,000.00
£0.00
£2,990.00
£2,430.00
£880.00
£0.00

£0.00

£0.00

£5,901.00
£117,201.00

£58,271.00
£5,070.00
£4,950.00
£1,300.00
£8,275.15
£1,160.00
£2,500.00
£4,000.00
£24,896.00
£1,346.00
£3,900.00
£10,996.00
£170.00
£700.00
£2,000.00
£4,400.00

£67,938.68
£201,872.83

£117,201.00
£201,872.83

-£84,671.83

Actual Net

£105,000.00
£6,919.93
£0.00
£2,430.00
£990.00
£29,282.692
£723.55
£1,868.36

£4,698.67
£151,913.20

£52,331.51
£3,863.32
£4,653.50
£631.76
£6,695.61
£1,095.00
£0.00
£2,809.28°
£30,579.83
£26,107.36
£1,253.34
£10,653.72
£137.46
£629.63
£38.95
£13.00
£0.00
£141,493.27

£151,913.20
£141,493.27

£10,419.93

#Includes Costs of bollards — 70% of which is covered by Grant income
% Included Cost of Allotments Accessibility Project — 70% of which is covered by Grant income
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Balance

£0.00
£6,919.93
-£2,990.00!
£0.00
£110.00
£29,282.69
£723.55
£1,868.36

-£1,202.33
£34,712.20

£5,939.49
£1,206.68
£296.50
£668.24
£1,579.54
£65.00
£2,500.00
£1,190.72
-£5,683.83*
-£24,761.36°
£2,646.66
£342.28
£32.54
£70.37
£1,961.05
£4,387.00

£67,938.68
£60,379.56

£34,712.20
£60,379.56

Chairs Initials



Bank Reconciliation - Barclays Community Account
At 31/03/25

Balance per Cash Book 14,750.63
Plus unpresented cheques

0.00
Less uncleared payments into bank
Balance Per Bank Statement 14,750.63
Bank Reconciliation - Barclays Business Account
At 31/03/25 £
Balance per Cash Book 53,738.75
Plus unpresented cheques

0.00
Less uncleared payments into bank

0.00
Balance Per Bank Statement 53,738.75
Bank Reconciliation - Nationwide Instant Saver Issue 5
At 31/03/25 £
Balance per Cash Book 88,636.26
Plus unpresented cheques

0.00
Less uncleared payments into bank

0.00
Balance Per Bank Statement 88,636.26
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