We’ll Meet Again

We’ll Meet Again is a properly constituted Community Group formed when
Covid restrictions were lifted, and was as a successor to a previous group,
Busy Minds, which had met at Bilbrook Fire Station until shortly before the
pandemic,

As the Fire Station did not have availability for the meetings they are now
held at Trinity Methodist Church for 3 hours each Thursday morning.

Current membership is in excess of 40, over 50% of whom are residents of
Bilbrook. There are around 30 attendees each week.

The majority of members live alone, and some would be unable to attend
without the use of South Staffordshire Local Village Transport, which we
arrange to support those needing the facility of being collected and
returned to their homes. Some weeks 1 12 seater bus is insufficient, 2
buses or 2 runs being needed.

There is a striking difference in some attendees from when they first joined.
They are now more confident, outgoing and happy, finding communication
easier due to interaction with others.

Activities, speakers, entertainments are provided, together with celebration
of events and a Christmas meal at a restaurant among others.

During the past year we have had talks on Seaside Holidays of Past Years
and how Christmas celebrations have evolved over the years. A pantomime
was greatly enjoyed, as were our visits from a professional singer and those
from Singing for the Mind. The latter is from the local Dementia Support
Group, with which we work closely, supporting each other’s fundraising
efforts.

A particular highlight is their August “Lazy Sunday” fundraising event held
at a localvineyard. Again, we arrange transportation for those who request
it. 2 buses are definitely needed, as were for the recent 1940’s themed fish
and chips lunch with a professional singing trio!

There have also been flower arranging demonstrations, sales of greeting
cards and crafts, quizzes, bingo and general chit chat.

The local Cargill business, based in Bilbrook, supplied Christmas gifts for
all of our members. Their management and staff attended, distributed the



gifts and spent time talking to members, all of which was greatly
appreciated.

The Assistant Head Teacher of the local High School came with some
senior pupils to our last meeting before Christmas, giving cards to
everyone and handing out chocolates. They also sat and talked with the
members, this being greatly appreciated. The morning ended with a visit by
a local choir, alljoining in with Christmas Carols and songs.

On Maunday Thursday we provided an early “Afternoon Tea” style lunch,
and caterers were booked for similar on 8" May for the 80" Anniversary of
VE Day. Ages of members are such that a significant proportion have
memories of that day. The celebration was greatly appreciated as was
sharing memories of World War 2 and the 1945 celebrations of Victory in
Europe.

Sue Adams

12 May 2025
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