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BB02 ‘The Oval’ Field
and Community Orchard

Address: The Oval Field and Community
Orchard, Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook.

Map Ref. 52.63135711861553, -
2.1869882252572377

Criteria and reason for protection

Comment

Is the green space in reasonable
proximity to the community it serves?

Yes, it is within a few minutes' walk of the
village centre. It is also on the border with
Codsall parish so serves two communities.

Is the green space demonstrably special
to the local community and hold a
particular local significance?

Yes, it is formerly part of a farm, which is
remembered by many residents. It is owned
by the District Council. It has been planted
with a community orchard and has a dog
walking path around and across the area.
Seating is provided for those wishing to
seek tranquillity. The area has never been
formally named but is known locally as “The
Oval.”

Are there significant views from the local
area into or across the site?

Yes, there are views from the site towards
Brewood, and the site has views of green
space both within and outside its borders.

Does the site afford the public with
significant views out into the wider
countryside?

Yes

Does the site have special historic
significance or features?

In recent history it was part of a family farm,
and both the land and family are
remembered fondly by the community.
Bilbrook is an ancient agricultural
settlement mentioned in the Domesday
book.

Does the site have recreational value?

Yes, it is used for walking, dog walking and
nature watching. Residents are encouraged
to use the fruit from the community orchard.

Is the site particularly tranquil?

Yes, it is surrounded by hedgerows, some
dating back to the original farm. These act
as a carbon sink and reduce noise pollution
from the adjacent road.

Does the site have ecological value?

Yes, it is a meadow and has been planted
with fruit trees to create a community
orchard. The meadow is left uncut other
than pathways to encourage wildlife. The
hedging has been reinforced with more
native hedging plants, and the cutting
regime has been changed recently to allow
the hedge to flourish for wildlife. The area
also assists in mitigating against localised
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flooding and the increase in temperature
due to the urban island heating effect.

Does the site form a significant green
break within the settlement?

Yes, it marks the boundary of Bilbrook and
Codsall Parishes and is a green break
against one of the main traffic routes
through the area.

Are there other reasons that make the
site special to local people?

Yes, it is bordered by important hedging
from its agricultural period. It is also a green
space easily accessible for people living in
the area and local schoolchildren.

Is there evidence demonstrating that the
site is special to local people?

Comments on social media and our
neighbourhood plan survey show that
residents want this green area protected.

Is the green area:
local in character?

Yes.

an extensive tract of land?

No.

Is there public access to the site?

Yes, there are four access points into the
area.

Summary and recommendations

No current planning applications or site
allocations for this land. Suitable for Local
Green Space Designation

Map location of “The Oval” Field.
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The Oval from western boundary
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