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BB04 “Hubbard’s
Field”

Address: Hubbard's Field, between Twentyman'’s
Playing Fields and Jubilee Wood, Bilbrook.

Map Ref. SJ 8791 0373

Criteria and reason for
protection

Comment

Is the green space in
reasonable proximity to the
community it serves?

Yes. It is on the northern edge of the suburban centre
of Bilbrook village.

Is the green space
demonstrably special to the
local community and hold a
particular local significance?

Yes. The land is former fields and some residents of
Bilbrook still remember the land as a working farm.
Many residents remember playing on the fields, which
was tolerated by the owners of the farm. Many tell
stories of fishing for cray fish and bullheads in the
brook and climbing trees and making dens. A section
of the field is to be planted with trees by the local first
School where it will be used for science and maths
lessons. During Covid 19 lockdown a small circular
walk for children was set up. Maps were produced
and pupils from local schools were all given a map
called ‘Bilbrook Bear’s walk.’ It was extremely popular
at the time and is still walked today.

Are there significant views
from the local area into or
across the site?

Yes. The site is at the bottom of a slope and some of
the surrounding houses in Manor House Park and
Bilbrook Road all have a view onto and across the
site.

Does the site afford the public
with significant views out into
the wider countryside?

Yes. Beyond the site lies the Moat Brook and beyond
that, the green belt of farming land.

Does the site have special
historic significance or
features?

Yes. It was once the site of the Manor House Farm,
and the concrete base of a large, corrugated iron
shed which once stood on it still exists. During WWII,
the shed was owned by Goodyears who stored
flammabile liquids in there away from the factory in
Oxley.

Does the site have recreational
value?

Yes. The site contains a right of way which is
extremely popular with walkers and those wishing to
exercise their dogs. The Moat Brook is immensely
popular with young children and adults. The entire site
is accessible to the public and consequently is used
by Bilbrook residents of all ages, from the young
paddling in the brook to the elderly walking their dogs
in its green and pleasant surroundings.

Is the site particularly tranquil?

Yes, very. ltis full of wildlife and birdsong is
constantly heard.

Does the site have ecological
value?

Enormous. The site has been left fallow for decades
and consequently has become a haven for wildlife
including badgers, otters, heron, woodpeckers, barn
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owls and egrets. The area is a mosaic of different
habitats from scrub, bramble, grassland, broadleaf
woodland, flood plan wetland and the Moat Brook. It
forms part of a particularly important green corridor
connecting the Jubilee Wood to Pendeford Mill Nature
Reserve along the axis of Moat Brook. Its floodplain
and acts as mitigation to both local and downstream
flooding downstream (in places like Penkridge and
Stafford), and the increase in temperature due to the
urban island heating effect.

Does the site form a significant
green break within the
settlement?

Yes. It marks the end of the northern edge of urban
development of Bilbrook and the start of intensively
managed farmland.

Are there other reasons that
make the site special to local
people?

Yes. Due to the right of way, the area has always
been open to the public and there are accounts of
how the farmer was very tolerant of visitors, even
when not on the right of way.

Two walks have been developed by the Friends of
Bilbrook, called ‘Bill Brook Bear’s Walks’ and leaflets
created. The leaflets were given to pupils at Lane
Green First School and Bilbrook Middle School. Pupils
and families reported via social media how much they
had enjoyed taking part in the walks. The walks have
subsequently been published on the Friends of
Bilbrook website for anyone to download and enjoy.

Is there evidence
demonstrating that the site is
special to local people?

Yes. There was a considerable number of residents
who were keen to make a statement to support the
creation of a new right of way across the site,
connecting the existing right of way to the Jubilee
Wood.

Residents have also given written support to a tree
planting scheme by Lane Green First schooal; this is
also supported by Staffordshire County Councillor
Bob Spencer.

Is the green area local in
character?

Yes, it blends in with the Jubilee Wood and
surrounding greenbelt land.

Is the area an extensive tract of
land?

Yes, it is a significant area. 670m x 117m

Is there public access to the
site?

Yes. Whilst some of it is privately owned, there are no
restrictions, gates, or fences in place. It borders and
connects the Jubilee Wood and the Twentyman
Playing Fields, both of which are public green spaces.

Summary and
recommendations

Hubbard’s field has become a wildlife haven, valued
and treasured by the community and equally as
important as Jubilee Wood for the protection of wildlife
in its role to help nature recover. Staffordshire County
Council has made a nature recovery declaration and
preserving this site as it is, is vital to help the council
achieve its aims of putting nature into recovery by
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2030. It has been identified by Staffordshire Wildlife
Trust as part of the nature recovery network, and it
must be preserved and protected in its present form.
Suitable for Local Green Space Designation.

Map of Hubbard’s Field Area
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Photographs of Hubbard’s Field (all © Friends of Bilbrook)
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