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Local Green Space Number

Address: “Banks’s Field” (temporary, for ID
purposes only), Pendeford Mill Lane,
Bilbrook.

Map Ref. 52.62966341379394, -
2.1688684599485044

Criteria and reason for protection

Comment

Is the green space in reasonable proximity
to the community it serves?

Yes, it is less than Y2 mile from the village
centre.

Is the green space demonstrably special to
the local community and hold a particular
local significance?

It is special to the local community as part
of the green gap between the village and
the Wolverhampton conurbation. It has
been grazed by a local farmer for several
years hence locally (and unofficially) known
as “Pete’s Field” or “Banks’s Field.”

Are there significant views from the local
area into or across the site?

Yes, there are views from Pendeford Mill
Lane across the site to Moat Brook and the
Shropshire Union Canal.

Does the site afford the public with
significant views out into the wider
countryside?

Yes, the view across the site enables views
up to Pendeford Mill Nature Reserve.

Does the site have special historic
significance or features?

The eastern field edge is on the canal bank
and was used as a wharf for deliveries of
materials to the former Dowty Boulton Paul
Aircraft Factory during WW2. In addition,
historic maps show a quarry and windmill
were sited here.

Does the site have recreational value?

Not currently, however the land is owned by
the Parish, and it is hoped to provide as a
recreational area should grazing cease.

Is the site particularly tranquil?

Very tranquil as only abuts a road on one
edge of the field.

Does the site have ecological value?

Yes, it is a significant site for ecology and
biodiversity. It is natural grassland, with
natural wetland to the northern side. The
canal and Moat Brook borders also add to
the biodiversity. The site assists in
mitigating against localised flooding and the
increase in temperature due to the urban
island heating effect. In February 2023, a
Mammal survey found evidence that
species inhabiting the field included:
Harvest Mouse, Otter, Fox, Field Voles,
Badgers, Woodcock, Moorhen. This area is
currently being reprofiled, with the
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straightened brook sections returned to
their natural, dynamic state with newly
created wetland areas for wildlife.

Does the site form a significant green break
within the settlement?

Yes, it is a significant break between the
Parish and the Wolverhampton
urbanisation.

Are there other reasons that make the site
special to local people?

Unknown.

Is there evidence demonstrating that the
site is special to local people?

In our Neighbourhood Plan Survey, it was a
site mentioned amongst those that
residents wish to protect from development.

Is the green area:
local in character?

Yes, the area historically has been
agricultural, and this area is a long-standing
part of that.

an extensive tract of land?

No, not according to LGSD criteria

Is there public access to the site?

Not currently due to grazing.

Summary and recommendations

This proposal was suspended pending
guidance regarding future development as
a recreational open space for Bilbrook. The
proposal was reinstated after guidance was
received.




Site map of Bank’s Field
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Additional photos of Banks’ Field and borders




