Local Green Space Number

Address: Twentyman’s Playing Fields,
Joey’s Lane, Bilbrook WV8 1JL

Map Ref. 52.62963019713927, -
2.176183971401339

Criteria and reason for protection

Comment

Is the green space in reasonable proximity
to the community it serves?

Yes. Close to the centre of the village, and
easily accessible from all areas of Bilbrook
and surrounding areas.

Is the green space demonstrably special to
the local community and hold a particular
local significance?

Originally gifted by the Twentyman family
for recreation to be available to the
residents of Bilbrook. This area was part of
the grounds of Bilbrook Manor.
Subsequently added to by the Parish
council, now triple the original area.
Provides facilities for all ages and activities.
Managed by a charity, Twentyman Playing
Fields Association, to which the land is
attached, with Bilbrook Parish council as
landlord. The site also includes a MUGA,
outdoor gym, playpark, skatepark and
changing room facilities, all of which are
extensively used. There is access to
Jubilee Wood from the site.

Are there significant views from the local
area into or across the site?

The site boasts a large tree lined space,
giving a much-needed oasis in an area of
increased development.

Does the site afford the public with
significant views out into the wider
countryside?

Part of the site gives views across fields
towards the Shropshire Union Canal.
Otherwise within the site only.

Does the site have special historic
significance or features?

Approximately 1/3 of site is the grounds of
Bilbrook Manor, now demolished.
Significant to the history of the area.

Does the site have recreational value?

Yes. Used by all groups of society, for local
football league games, local groups of
children and adults playing various games,
training, dog walking, using outdoor gym,
MUGA, playpark, skatepark, and just
walking around the area, which links into
Jubilee wood.

Is the site particularly tranquil?

One edge of the site is overlooked by
residential property, another bordered by
Pendeford Mill Lane. The size of the site,
together with planting of trees, means that
apart from the small area bordering
Pendeford Mill Lane (due to traffic), the site
is tranquil.

Does the site have ecological value?

Yes. Planting encourages wildlife.

Local schools have and continue to install
birdboxes on trees. The area also assists in
mitigating against localised flooding and the
increase in temperature due to the urban
island heating effect.

Does the site form a significant green break
within the settlement?

Yes. Provides a green space between
Bilbrook Road and Pendeford Mill Lane,




both of which have large housing
developments.

Are there other reasons that make the site
special to local people?

The site houses the village hall, which
provides a venue for celebrations, classes,
and indoor activities. Many residents use
this facility for the above with bookings
passing down generations.

Is there evidence demonstrating that the
site is special to local people?

The site is extensively used by local people
for recreation and access to nature. Our
Neighbourhood Plan survey showed it is
especially important to the community.

Is the green area:
local in character?

Yes. Large tree lined open space, habitat
representative of the wider environment.

an extensive tract of land?

Just over 5 hectares.

Is there public access to the site?

Yes, it is open to the public. Full access is
available to all areas.

Summary and recommendations

The site is an important facility for the
residents of Bilbrook, not all of whom have
an open space of their own to enjoy. The
land gifted by the Twentyman family carries
a condition that it continues to be available
for this purpose, and the Charity is working
to ensure that this is met.

The land should be designated as a local
green space for this reason, and for the
residents of the village to continue to enjoy
an open green space, when so many are
being lost.

Note: Originally added as a proposed
LGSD site in Dec 2022 but removed prior to
Consultation. The site was added back into
the LGSD proposals on 15/09/2023 after
obtaining advice from planning consultants
regarding future development for
recreational purposes.
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Aerial view of Twentymans Playing Fields




Additional Photographs of Twentymans Playing Fields
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