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BB11 Dam Mill and River
Penk

Address: Barnhurst Lane Fields including
River Penk

Map Ref. -2.1695536431580935

Criteria and reason for protection

Comment

Is the green space in reasonable
proximity to the community it serves?

Barnhurst Lane is to the east of the village
of Bilbrook, less than one mile away.

Is the green space demonstrably special
to the local community and hold a
particular local significance?

The area provides a border between the
Parish of Bilbrook and the West Midlands
conurbation. Should this area not exist,
Bilbrook would, if only visually, become part
of that conurbation and lose its identity
which is so valued by residents.

Are there significant views from the local
area into or across the site?

Yes. From from Barnhurst Lane, there are
views of the surrounding green fields and
woodland, partially masking the
encroachment of housing and transport
facilities.

Walks are available across the area,
supporting wildlife and natural vegetation.

Does the site afford the public with
significant views out into the wider
countryside?

Yes. There are extensive views from the
area, reaching further than the boundary of
the parish.

Does the site have special historic
significance or features?

Unknown.

Does the site have recreational value?

Yes. The site gives the ability to walk
across open spaces, enjoying the views,
vegetation, and wildlife. Especially
important for residents who do not have
their own open spaces.

Is the site particularly tranquil?

At the edges of the site near to the busy
road, no.

However, within a few yards from these
boundaries the environment does provide

tranquillity.
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Does the site have ecological value?

Yes, the natural environment of the field
supports vegetation and wildlife, and the
River Penk, although in places small,
contributes to this. The area also assists in
mitigating against localised and
downstream flooding, and the increase in
temperature due to the urban island heating
effect.

Part of the area is designated as part of the
Priority Habitat Inventory. See below
screenshot or map at Priority Habitat
Inventory (Central) (England) | Priority
Habitat Inventory (Central) (England) |
Natural England Open Data Geoportal

(arcgis.com)

Does the site form a significant green
break within the settlement?

Yes. The area forms a barrier between the
Parish and the West Midlands Conurbation.
It is part of the Strategic Green Gap
between Staffordshire and Wolverhampton.
If these areas did not exist there would be a
continual sprawl of buildings, and identity
would be lost.

Are there other reasons that make the
site special to local people?

Unknown.

Is there evidence demonstrating that the
site is special to local people?

Residents have responded to a
Neighbourhood plan questionnaire that this
is one of the most critical areas to be
protected.

Is the green area:
local in character?

Yes. Habitats are similar to the wider
environment.

an extensive tract of land?

No, using the understood LGSD criteria.

Is there public access to the site?

Access is available via a footpath from
Barnhurst Lane, which can be joined from
within the Barnhurst pitches area too. The
path used to continue westerly to the Dam
Mill area (BB11 LGSD application) however
access was removed some years ago.

Summary and recommendations
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The loss of these sites would threaten the
existence of Bilbrook as a community
based in semi-rural South Staffordshire.

The removal of these extensive areas of
green space also threatens the natural
habitat of wildlife and vegetation. The area
should be preserved for both above
reasons.

Location map of site

Site map of BB26 LGSD Proposal

River Penk Walk at Barnhurst Lane
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Aerial view of River Penk at Barnhurst
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DEFRA Priority Habitat Inventory mapping

River Penk at Barnhurst Lane - DEFRA Priority Habitat Bilbrook PAR'SH
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