Bilbrook Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 1 July 2026

Councillors Present: S Adams (Chair), M Adams, S Bailey, S Bayliss, G Burnett (Vice-Chair), B Coppola, L
Edwards, F Hopkins, S Leedham, B Shepherd, S Smart, M Wassall.

Also Present: K Daker (Parish Clerk), County Councillor V. Chapman

Public forum: No members of the public were present.

The meeting commenced at 7:15 pm. Standing Orders were imposed, and the meeting was recorded for
minute-taking purposes.

025/26 APOLOGIES: (See Appendix 1 - Rolling attendance)

026/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS.
e Declarations of Interests: None
o Dispensation requests: None (Appendix 2 - Dispensations previously granted)

027/26 MINUTES
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 June
2026 as a true and correct record.

028/26 POLICE MATTERS -The Council acknowledges its duty under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998
Matter of Report: No police in attendance. Matter of Report: Bobby on the beat was not able to
produce a crime report specifically for Bilbrook.

029/26 REPORTS -The following reports were received and noted. (Appendix 3):
Staffordshire County Council (SCC).

. South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC)

The Allotments Committee.

The Twentyman Playing Fields Association.

The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.

Events Working Group. Matter of Report- A presentation on feedback from the Fete was given.
Open Spaces Working Group.

. Banks’ Field Working Group. — No Report

Young People Engagement Working Group. — No Report

Climate Action Working Group.

Business Engagement Working Group. — No Report
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030/26 CLERKS REPORT/OTHER CORRESPONDENCE/DISCUSSION TOPICS.
a. The Clerks Report—The report was received and noted. (Appendix 4)
b. Neighbourhood Plan Redacted Regulation 15 Feedback — The feedback was received and
noted.

031/26 FINANCE & GOVERNANCE

a) Financial Reports 2026-2027: The financial reports to the end of June 2026 were received and
noted. (Appendix 5). Matter of Report: The bank reconciliation to the end of June was checked
and signed by Cllr G Burnett.

b) Clerks Timesheet: Authorisation was confirmed by the Chairman.

c) South Staffs Council Funding: Survey responses regarding funding ideas were received.
Resolved: To defer untilthe next meeting projects for the £50,000 fund. To submit
applications for the £10,000 District Fund projects immediately:

- Two new noticeboards.
- Upgrade to outdoor gym

032/26 PLANNING AND LICENSING
The following planning applications were discussed. Planning applications can be viewed at
https://planning.sstaffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
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https://planning.sstaffs.gov.uk/online-applications/

Councillor Burnett left the meeting.
Application No: 26/00472/FUL

Proposal: Erection of an external canopy covering 4 no. proposed battery bunkers and a
transfer building (Use Class B2), together with associated works.

Location: Jaguar Land Rover, Unit B Innovation Drive, Bilbrook, WV9 5GA

Decision No Objections

Application No: 26/00443/FULHH

Proposal: Mono-pitch canopy and garage conversion to front elevation
Location: 35 Lime Tree Gardens, Bilbrook, WV8 1NR
Decision No Objections

Councillor Burnett returned to the meeting
033/26 ITEMS FOR FUTURE. Bleed Kit Training.

034/26 NEXT MEETING - Meeting of the Parish Council - Wednesday 2" September 2026 at 7:15 pm at
Bilbrook Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8:35 pm

Signed: ...cciiiiiieieiiieiieietetetetesetesesesesesesesesasasans D F21 1Yo s
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https://planning.sstaffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TFSXPPOXK8000
https://planning.sstaffs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TF8KG1OXJF700&prevPage=inTray

Appendix 1 - Councillor Attendance (Rolling 12 months)
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Appendix 2- Dispensations previously granted.

- Councillors M Adams, S Adams, S Bailey, and G Burnett to speak and vote on matters relating to the
Twentyman Playing Fields Association.
- M Wassall to participate in any discussion on the Friends of Bilbrook.
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Appendix 3: Reports
a) Staffs County Council Report— County Cllr Val Chapman. 1stJuly 2026
1. Bilbrook Summer Fete 20th June 2026 — Congratulations to all the Bilbrook Team in putting on a very
successful Summer Fete. Everything was so well organised, stall holders and visitors were very well
catered for and a truly fantastic day for the village. Well done.
2. Queries raised by Bilbrook Parish Council regarding road repairs: (SCC Highways response in italics)

Bilbrook Road: While the recent repair to the pothole near Manor House Park is welcome, as a key
local distributor road for our village and the schools, there are still many other potholes along
Bilbrook Road that urgently require the same attention.

This road is inspected on a monthly basis, with the most recent inspection carried out on 13 May
2026. The next inspection is therefore due shortly. A Category 1 repair was completed in March,
and there are currently four outstanding Category 3 pothole repairs which are awaiting scheduling.
These will be reviewed following the next inspection, should any of the existing defects have
deteriorated they will be reclassified during the routine inspection. We have received very few
enquiries regarding the condition of this road, with none recorded during April.

Wobaston Road (by the turning to Pendeford Hall Lane / Lawn Lane): This is a major link road
and key commuter route for the area. The defect here isn't deep, butitis very wide causing cars to
regularly pull onto the opposite side of the road into oncoming traffic to avoid it, creating a serious
safety risk on a busy route.

Highway crews were on site 9/6/26 undertaking pothole repairs along this section of road.

It was noted that there are still parts of Wobaston Road not repaired.

Barnhurst Lane: As you know, Barnhurst Lane has put Bilbrook on the map for all the wrong
reasons, with it being featured on BBC Midlands Today and in the Express & Star with them
comparing it to the surface of the moon! It is particularly embarrassing as this road acts as a
gateway into Staffordshire from Wolverhampton and social media is filled with comments from
residents noting the contrast in road quality the second they cross the border. Years of emergency
work have left Barnhurst Lane a patchwork of repairs. Given that this area is the proposed site for
over 800 new homes, the Parish Council feels strongly that Highways should have insisted the
developers properly resurface Barnhurst Lane and the adjacent footpath. Instead, Highways has
approved an expensive new roundabout on Pendeford Mill Lane as part of the development that
will bring very little benefit to the local infrastructure. We need the County Council to hold these
developers accountable and focus on practical infrastructure improvements before construction
begins.

This road had reached the end of its serviceable life and was not suitable for surface dressing at the
time. Following inspection, multiple defects were identified. To ensure public safety, the decision
was taken to close the road until sufficient funding was available to carry out necessary works.
The full reconstruction cost exceeded the available budget, so alternative, more cost-effective
solutions were explored. This resulted in some delays while appropriate and affordable treatment
options were identified. Once agreed, works were completed to bring the road up to a condition
suitable for reopening. The current condition now supports planned surface dressing, which is
programmed for next year.
Regarding developer contributions, it is not reasonable or lawful for a highway authority to require
developers to fund general highway maintenance. Such a condition would likely be challenged on
appeal, potentially exposing the authority to costs. Contributions can only be sought where a
development demonstrably impacts the highway network and mitigation is required.
Unclassified Residential Roads: Roads like Lime Tree Road, Alexandra Road, and Florence
Avenue are examples of local access and residential roads that feel totally neglected. Many of
these side streets have deteriorated significantly and require a long-term strategy rather than just
being left to crumble.
These roads are inspected annually, with the next inspections scheduled for July. We have
received very few enquiries regarding their condition. Members of the public can report defects via
the “Report It” section of our website or the MyStaffs app, which will trigger an ad hoc inspection
between routine visits.
Potholes taking too long to get fixed, Categorised repairs and Multiple Temporary Repairs -.
In late spring and summer, additional resources become available, including specialist equipment
such as the JCB Pothole Pro and Roadmaster machines, which are weather-dependent. We also

Minutes 260701 BPC 4of12 Chairs Initials



begin our surface dressing programme. These seasonal improvements allow us to address
backlog repairs and shift back towards permanent solutions, as defect formation rates typically
reduce in better weather. When faced with a high number of urgent defects, crews must prioritise
those posing the greatest safety risk to meet required response times and reduce the potential for
liability claims. This may result in lower-priority defects being addressed at a later date.

At the meeting concerns were raised about parking on Lane Green Road unfortunately

b) South Staffs District Council — By Councillor G Burnett.

The Government decision on the unitary council is due any time now.
Re the grants, not many Parish Councils have applied so far.

c) Allotments Committee
e A number of plots remain vacant. Viewings are continuing to ensure full site occupancy.
d) Twentyman Playing Fields Association - by Councillor M Adams chairman of the Twentyman

Again, enquiries continue to be received for both near and far dates, not all can be accommodated
due to existing bookings.

We now have more bookings from Bilbrook residents, which is good, as previously they were by far
the minority. These are mostly from attendees at other party bookings or classes, and by
recommendation.

Our next event, to be held on Saturday 11th July is a Tabletop Sale, all tables now booked.

We are chasing quotes from builders for the essential work to be carried out on the changing
rooms.

Finances continue to be in line with forecast, enabling us to look with confidence to the future.

e) The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. By Councillor G Burnett.

South Staffs Council (SSC) has sent feedback from Regulation 16 to the Parish Council for
Information. (See Agenda item)

SSC has sent the plan to the examiner who will inform when he has started work on it.

The plan is still on schedule for an Autumn Referendum.

f) Events Working Group. By Councillor S Leedham Fete Feedback presentation

The parish has decided to make the Bilbrook Summer Fete an annual event, building on a strong
turnout and high visibility.

To combat dropouts, introduce a 50% non-refundable deposit for stalls. Enforce bring-your-own-
gazebo rules, set arrival time slots, improve logistics, and set up a dedicated parish surgery stall.
Use the fire door of the Village Hall for café entry, provide take-away cups, and offer free water
hydration stations for humans and animals. Keep Village hall toilets closed to the public.

Create a dedicated shaded zone for fair rides and food trucks, ask rides to arrive the night before,
and secure more food vendors and rides for smaller children, bouncy castles, and sand pits.
Expand the successful Vikings village and Sports Day layout, and invite schools, musical acts, and
dance groups to perform.

Improve job communication and establish volunteer rosters a month in advance. Upgrade first-aid
provisions, hand over security gate duties to security staff rather than councillors, and coordinate
with SDCC early to avoid last-minute form delays.

g) Open Spaces Working Group. By Councillor F Hopkins.

Play Park: All repairs completed; the replacement bucket swing has arrived and will be fitted by the
operatives.

Outdoor Gym: Upgrade specifications finalised; expressions of interest for funding submitted to
South Staffs Council.

Trees (Twentyman Fields): Roddy Penderel tree has died.

Floral Displays: Farmer Pete confirmed to be filling planters with water.

Operatives Container: Work scheduled to start on the base.

Operatives Equipment: Replacement small trolley to be ordered from TFM.

Rights of Way: Hubbards Field paths strimmed.

Walking Path: Quotes requested for the field path.

Village Green: Power outlet camlocks fitted.

Car Parks: Football car park weeded and fences repaired; new combination padlock to be ordered.
CCTV: All cameras operational; clerk training being arranged; awaiting signage.

CSR: Ideas needed for the Lloyds visit on 15th July.
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Noticeboards: Decision made to replace both; funding expression of interest sent to South Staffs
Council.

Bus Shelters: Quote requested from Shelutions for polycarbonate replacements at Birches Road
(Lane Green Road end), Duck Lane (by Jade House), and the other Birches Road shelter due to
damage/graffiti.

Benches: Replacement paint ordered (awaiting delivery).

Road/Cycle Path Sweeping: Awaiting confirmation of start date from Street Scene.

Jubilee Walks: Resident complaint regarding the Central Swales closure forwarded to Bulleys.
SSC Community & Business Fund: Expressions of interest submitted for Noticeboards, Outdoor
Gym, Banks Field Fence, Table Tennis Table, Running Track, and Bouldering Wall.

Next Meeting TBC

h) Banks’' Field Working Group. By Councillor G Burnett — The Black Poplar saplings have been planted.
i) Young People Engagement Working Group. By Councillor S Leedham - No report
j) Climate Action Group. By Councillor G Burnett

Wildlife Garden Competition judged 1stand 2n4 prizes awarded at the Bilbrook Village Fete
No meeting in June due to the heat.
Tree Walk Cancelled.

k) Business Engagement Group. By Councillor Coppola - No report.
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Appendix 4: Clerk’s Report for July 2026 Meeting

General

e Faulty fire hydrant cover on Ringhills Road repaired by Severn Trent.

e Casual Vacancy advertised.

e The period for the exercise of public rights to run from opened allowing to allow local government
electors to inspect accounting records from 3™ June to 14 July 2026

e Complaint regarding the i54 Central Swales closure forwarded to Bulleys.

e Land search undertaken on uncut grass verges following a complaint by a resident. The complaint
was passed on to the owners, Homes Plus.

e Grit Bin return sent to Staffordshire County Council.

e Very positive feedback received following the first Bilbrook Village Fete.

e Bilbrook Tree Walk was cancelled.

e An election was not called for the Casual Vacancy therefore it can be filled by Co-option.

e Complaint received regarding tree on Parish land overhanging tree and rats on Parish Land.
Inspection undertaken by Clirs Burnett & Shepherd.

e Fly tip on Barnhurst Lane Reported to Street scene.

Maintenance — Also see the Open Spaces report
e Work started on container base

e Graffiti removed from Skate park

e Paving around the changing rooms weeded.

Allotments
e Allotments Strimmed

Neighbourhood Plan
e Examiner appointed and all documents sent to them by South Staffs Council.

Planning decisions
e OQutside of BPC meetings: None
e |ssued by SSC Planning Dept: Approved with conditions:- 26/00012/FULHH, 26/00133/FULHH

Training

e Councillor Introduction - SB
e Fire Risk Assessment - KD

e Fire Marshall Training - FM
o Water Safety — CT

Upcoming diary dates:
8t July - Community Awards Evening
24 August — Bilbrook Tidy Up Day

Use of delegated powers: None

Community Engagement/ communication via Website / Social Media

Various Police Community Messaging Alerts

Various lost property posts

Bilbrook Community Awards

Flowerbed on Bilbrook Road

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights for the year ended 31st March 2026
Bilbrook Fete

Bilbrook Tree Walk

Bilbrook Wildlife Garden Competition — Photos.
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Appendix 5: Finance Reports

Paid Expenditure Transactions
paid between 01/06/26 and 29/06/26

Reference Tn noOrder no Gross Vat
prse2606 29/06/26 57 £16.99
ddidmt2606  29/06/26 58 £6.00
ddidmk2606  29/06/26 59 £5.00
ddwp2606  29/06/26 60 £81.74
pcomp2606  29/06/26 61 £180.19
pds2606 29/06/26 62 £1,055.71
ptpf2606 29/06/26 63 £360.00
pmp2606 29/06/26 64 £1,000.00
pspc2606 29/06/26 65 £48.00
fpavs2406  29/06/26 66 £61.20
pmag2606 29/06/26 67 £152.17
fppnk2606 29/06/26 68 £357.60
fppnk2606 29/06/26 69 £349.00
fpbrs2606 29/06/26 70 £218.58
pppCc2606 29/06/26 71 £258.00
psd2606 29/06/26 72 £400.00
pcintw2606  29/06/26 73 £100.00
pmi2606 29/06/26 74 £123.96
phags2606  29/06/26 75 £1,373.76
phags2606  29/06/26 76 £2,452.74
pshdt2606 29/06/26 77 £50.00

£8,650.64

£5,802.22 Confidential
Total £14,452.86 £987.98

Received Income Transactions

received between 01/06/26 and 30/06/26

Paying Received Tn no Invoice Gross
ctpf2606 30/06/26 2610 264 £311.63
cfair2606 30/06/26 2611 £460.00
cbb2606 30/06/26 2624 £151.30
Total £922.93 £0.00
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Net
£2.83
£1.00
£0.83
£0.00
£30.03
£175.95
£0.00
£0.00
£8.00
£10.20
£25.36
£59.60
£0.00
£36.43
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£228.96
£408.79
£0.00

£13,464.88

£922.93

Details
£14.16
£5.00
£4.17
£81.74
£150.16
£879.76
£360.00
£1,000.00
£40.00
£51.00
£126.81
£298.00
£349.00
£182.15
£258.00
£400.00
£100.00
£123.96
£1,144.80
£2,043.95
£50.00

Start of year 01/04/26

Heading
001 001 Expenses 170/99
ID Mobile Mobile Phone Assistant 110/1/2
ID Mobile Mobile Phone Clerk 110/1/2
Water Plus Allotments Water 180/1
Computors Monthly IT 130/8
Ditton Services Grounds Maintenance 170/3/1
Twentyman Playing Fields Office Rent and Hall Hire 115/1
Mystical Productions Fete Security 185/11/1
SPCA Courses 120/1/2
Advanced AV Solutions Monthly CCTV SIMs 110/8
Magnus Industrial Supplies Supplies 185/11/6
Pink Print Solutions Buzz Distribution 185/1
Pink Print Solutions Buzz Printing 185/1
Black Rose Solutions Ltd Internal Audit 130/4
Perton Parish Council Training 120/1/1
S Draisey Sound Engineer, open mic host, & eq 185/11/3
Chlo In the West Mids Fete Appearance & video Promo 185/11/2
Mathias & Locke Community Award 185/7
Hags Smp LTD Basket Seat 170/9
Hags Smp LTD Repairs to play park 170/9
Stafford History Development Donation to Staffs History Centre 160/99

Start of year 01/04/26

Net
£311.63
£460.00
£151.30
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Heading Details

90/1/1 Twentyman Playing Fields Staff Recharges June 2026
90/3/2 Stallholders - Fete Stall income for June
70 Barclays Bank Bank interest
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Financial Statement - Cashbook

Statement of receipts and payments between 01/06/26 and 30/06/26 inclusive. This may include

transactions with ledger dates outside this period.

Balances at the start of the year

Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save

Total

Balances at start of period

Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save

Total

RECEIPTS Net (£)
70 Bank Interest - Barclays
90 Other Income

Total Receipts

PAYMENTS

100 Staff Costs

110 Administration

115 Office/Hall Rent

120 Personnel Cost (Training/travel)
130 Insurance / Audit / Legal Services
160 Grants/Donations

170 Open Spaces

180 Allotments

185 Community Engagement

Total Payments

Closing Balances at 30/06/26

Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account

Community Account

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save
Total

Uncleared and Unpresented effects

Statement Closing 30/06/26
Ordinary Accounts

Business Premium Account
Community Account

Nationwide Building Society Instant Save
Total
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Vat (£)
151.30
771.63

922.93

Net (£)
5,802.22
150.33
360.00
298.00
242 15
50.00
4,107.38
81.74
2,373.06

13,464.88

gof12

£49,456.53
£18,289.75
£85,000.00
£152,746.28
£49,456.53
£74,198.47
£85,000.00
£208,655.00
Gross (£)
0.00 151.30
0.00 771.63
0.00 922.93
Vat (£) Gross (£)
0.00 5,802.22
30.06 180.39
0.00 360.00
8.00 306.00
48.43 290.58
0.00 50.00
821.47 4,928.85
0.00 81.74
80.02 2,453.08
987.98 14,452.86
£49,607.83
£60,517.24
£85,000.00
£195,125.07
£49,607.83
£60,517.24
£85,000.00
£195,125.07
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Financial Budget Comparison

Comparison between 01/04/26 and 30/06/26 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/26

INCOME

10 Precept

20 VAT Repayment

30 Solar Farm

40 Land Rent

50 Allotments Income

60 Grants / Donations

70 Bank Interest - Barclays
80 Bank Interest Nationwide
90 Other Income

Total Income

EXPENDITURE
100 Staff Costs
110 Administration
115 Office/Hall Rent
120 Personnel Cost (Training/travel)
130 Insurance / Audit / Legal Services
140 Subscriptions
150 Elections
160 Grants/Donations
170 Open Spaces
180 Allotments
185 Community Engagement
190 Christmas Lights Switch on
200 Remembrance Day
210 Climate Action Group
220 Young People Engagement
230 Business Engagement
240 Misc / Contingency
300 Reserves (Ring Fenced)

Total Expenditure

Total Income
Total Expenditure

Total Net Balance
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2026/27
Budget

£117,500.00
£0.00
£3,000.00
£1,215.00
£968.00
£0.00

£0.00

£0.00

£6,626.00
£129,309.00

£75,925.00
£4,112.00
£4,040.00
£1,150.00
£7,397.00
£1,111.00
£2,500.00
£4,000.00
£22,744.00
£968.00
£8,800.00
£11,910.00
£250.00
£500.00
£500.00
£500.00
£4,400.00
£66,125.00
£216,932.00

£129,309.00
£216,932.00

-£87,623.00
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Actual Net

£58,750.00
£14,683.98
£0.00
£1,215.00
£0.00
£0.00
£151.30
£0.00

£1,784.13
£76,584.41

£17,679.33
£1,197.08
£1,110.00
£298.00
£362.15
£827.57
£0.00
£50.00
£6,070.77
£81.74
£4,351.09
£248.93
£0.00
£100.66
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£32,377.32

£76,584.41
£32,377.32

£44,207.09

Balance

-£52,724.59

£58,245.67
£2,914.92
£2,930.00
£852.00
£7,034.85
£283.43
£2,500.00
£3,950.00
£16,673.23
£886.26
£4,448.91
£11,661.07
£250.00
£399.34
£500.00
£500.00
£4,400.00
£66,125.00

£184,554.68

-£52,724.59
£184,554.68
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Bank Reconciliations

Bank Reconciliation - Barclays Community Account

At 3000626 £
Balance per Cash Book 60,517.24
Plus unpresented cheques

0.00
Less interestin transit to Barclays

0.00
Balance Per Bank Statement 60,517.24
Bank Reconciliation - Barclays Business Account
At 30/06/26 £ E
Balance per Cash Book 49,607.83
Plus unpresented cheques

0.00
Less unclearad payments into bank

0.00
Balance Per Bank Statement 49 607.83
Bank Reconciliation - Nationwide Instant Saver Issue 5
At 30/06/ 26 £ E
Balance per Cash Book 85,000.00
Plus unpresented cheques

0.00
Less interestin transit to barclays

0.00
Balance Per Bank Statement 85,000.00
Total Balances 195,125.07
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